Informative bulletin
Flooded buildings and water damaged electrical equipment

Shut off power: If flood water rises and might enter your building, turn the power off at the main switch. If
water is near electrical sources, stay away and call the utility company or emergency services. Do not enter
flooded areas which contain energized electrical equipment.

Restoring power: After flooding, do not attempt to turn your power back on until your house or building has
been inspected by a qualified electrician. If you are not sure if the service switch was turned off prior to flooding,
do not enter the premises without getting it checked by a licenced electrician.

¢ Floodwater is considered "contaminated water" (containing chemicals, sewage, oil, and minerals), which
can worsen the damage beyond simple moisture.

e Water-damaged electrical equipment is extremely hazardous; never try to dry and reuse it yourself, as
even seemingly dry items can cause shocks or fires.

For more information, see “Evaluating Water-Damaged Electrical Equipment” published by the National
Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA).

Caution to building and home owners:

Do not touch: Avoid touching any wet electrical equipment, including panel boards, transformers appliances,
cords, outlets etc.

Call a professional: Contact a licensed electrician to inspect and evaluate the condition of the equipment and
wiring.

Why “drying out” isn't enough: Contamination from silt, chemicals, or sewage in the water compromise
insulation and safety mechanisms.

Fire risk: Undetected damage can lead to shorts and electrical fires later.

What to expect from professionals:

A qualified electrician will assess if equipment can be salvaged, but often recommends replacing items like
circuit breakers, GFCls, and outlets, and may replace entire sections of wiring, even if no visible damage appear.

Certain electrical equipment exposed to water ingress may not be reconditioned as even seemingly dry items
can cause electrical shocks or fires. The safest action is to immediately disconnect power.

Examples:

molded case circuit breakers

light switches

wiring devices

GFCI/AFCI breakers and receptacles
fuses

vfds
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L] dry type transformers
[l wire or cable rated for dry locations

Specific types of electrical equipment evaluated by a licensed electrician may be reconditioned and placed
back into service.

Examples:

motor control centers
panelboards/switchboards

conduit, tubing, and cable tray

motors

appliances (furnaces, washer, dryer, over, etc.)
wire or cable rated for wet locations?
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To request accessible formats visit hydro.mb.ca/accessibility.




