
Environmental Assessment & 
Regulatory Review

and the Manitoba–Minnesota Transmission Project

What is an environmental assessment?
An environmental assessment is a multi-disciplinary 
evaluation of a project that examines what potential 
effects the project might have on the human and 
natural environment and how to minimize potential 
effects.

Environment Act Licence
Under The Environment Act (Manitoba), Manitoba 
Hydro is required to submit an application for a 
Class 3 Licence to construct the project. To do 
this, Manitoba Hydro will prepare an application for 
Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship, 
which will include an environmental impact 
statement (EIS). The Environmental Approvals 
Branch reviews the application and determines 
whether a licence will be approved. Conditions may 
be applied when a license is issued and Manitoba 
Hydro would be required to adhere to these 
conditions to maintain the licence. 

National Energy Board environmental 
assessment
The National Energy Board (NEB) is an independent 
federal regulator that promotes safety and security, 
environmental protection and economic efficiency 
specific to energy projects. 

The Manitoba-Minnesota Transmission Line 
Project requires authorization of an international 
power line under the NEB Act. A review will 
undertaken by the NEB for the project under The 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act, 2012. The 
NEB ensures that an appropriate environmental 
assessment is conducted according to the standards 
prescribed by legislation in the project jurisdiction.

What happens after the EIS is submitted?
The Environmental Approvals Branch within 
Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship will 
review the application and determine whether:

• additional information is required;

• a Clean Environment Commission hearing 
is required (direction of the Minister of 
Conservation); 

• the project can be approved.

The NEB will also review and determine if additional 
information is required. They will make a decision 
whether to authorize the international power line 
under The National Energy Board Act. 

How can the public get involved in the 
regulatory review process?
The public can participate in the regulatory review 
process by:

• Participating in a public review period through 
Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship 
to comment on the EIS;

• Submit written comments to Manitoba 
Conservation and Water Stewardship;

• Participate in a public hearing if one is called by 
the Minister of Conservation;

• Submit written comments to the NEB;

• Participate in an NEB hearing, if required.



Contact information 
National Energy Board
444 Seventh Avenue SW
Calgary, Alberta
T2P 0X8
email: info@neb-one.gc.ca
Phone: 403-292-4800
Toll free: 1-800-899-1265 

Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship
Environmental Approvals Board
123 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3C 1A5
Phone: (204) 945-8321
Fax: (204) 945-5229

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proponent plans to construct and operate project 

Project may proceed, 
subject to other regulatory 
requirements 

YES NO 

Is project a Development, requiring Environment Act 
Licence before construction and operation? If unsure, 
check Classes of Development Regulation MR 164/88 

and/or ask Environmental Approvals Branch (EAB) 

Proponent submits Environment Act Proposal (EAP), consisting of:  
•  cover letter; 
•  signed EAP Form (available online); 
•  hard & electronic copies of proposal document(s); and 
•  application fee. 

 
EAP is assigned to EAB Contact (Contact) 

YES NO 

Proposal documents distributed to Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) and to public registry, 
requesting comments within prescribed timeframe 
 
Advertisement placed in local newspapers (and 
regional publications if of regional interest) and 
online, requesting comments within prescribed 
timeframe 

Contact reviews public and 
TAC comments 

YES 

YES 

Contact prepares summary report of public and TAC 
comments and drafts licence addressing environmental 
effects and mitigation strategies 
 
Draft licence distributed to TAC for review  
within ~10 working days 

Process continues; objector(s) 
given written reasons for not 

recommending a hearing 

CEC hearing and report to 
Minister 

Minister requests Clean Environment 
Commission (CEC) to conduct hearing(s) 

Licensing decision by  
EAB Director  

(Class 3 – by Minister) 

Is additional 
information required? 

Is additional 
information required? 

Contact requests proponent submit 
additional information 

NO 

Does public concern warrant a 
public hearing? 

NO 
 

Contact requests 
proponent submit 

additional information 

Environmental Assessment Process Overview

For more information or if you would 
like to share your concerns, contact 
us at mmtp@hydro.mb.ca or 
toll free at 1-877-343-1631.


