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Discovery of Human Remains

On Site Lead
Licensing and 

Environmental 
Assessment

Manitoba Historic 
Resources Branch 

(HRB)

Archaeologist
RCMP

St
ep

 2
St

ep
 3

St
ep

 4
St

ep
 1

St
ep

 5
St

ep
 6

STOP activities at 
location

Contact
Licensing and 

Environmental 
Assessment

Contact archaeologist 
and communities/
organizations with 

protocols

Contact HRB

Determine 
whether human 

remains are 
present

If remains 
human, 
contact 
RCMP

Immediately mark 
discovery location with 

flagging tape and cordon 
off with temporary 

fencing (minimum buffer 
distance 35 m radius 

from centre of discovery)

Size of buffer may be 
adjusted once 

archaeologist, in 
consultation with HRB, 
examine site [i.e., on a 
case-by-case basis].

For human remains, if 
not already known, 

confirm whether 
RCMP and/or the 

Chief Medical 
Examiner have an 
ongoing interest in  
remains under The 
Fatalities Inquiries 

Act.

If remains are non-
forensic and their 

removal is required to 
protect remains, lead 
exhumation of human 

remains.

If remains are forensic 
in nature or cannot be 

immediately 
determined whether 
remains are forensic, 

RCMP and Chief 
Medical Examiner have 
jurisdiction over area 

of find and human 
remains
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Discovery of Human Remains

On Site Lead
Licensing and 

Environmental 
Assessment

Manitoba Historic 
Resources Branch 

(HRB)

Archaeologist
RCMP

St
ep

 9
St

ep
 7

St
ep

 8

If human remains are 
left in place where 

discovered, 
Community 

Representative(s) may 
arrange for and 

facilitate an 
appropriate ceremony

No construction 
activities within 

buffer until 
archaeologist has 

completed 
archaeological 
investigation

Construction 
activities in vicinity of 

site that will not 
impact artifacts or 

related archeological 
activities may 

proceed

HRB and/or archaeologist 
directs cautious investigation of 

surrounding surface prior to 
exhumation of remains to 
determine if other human 

remains or artifacts are in area

Oversee basic non-
invasive physical 
anthropological 

techniques, including 
drawings, sketches and 
initial measurements to 

assist in determining 
basic information 
about individual 

Locate and document 
human remains with 
GPS, record relevant 
data and submit with 

reports to HRB, 
construction 

supervisor and 
Community 

Representative(s)

LEA would work with  
communities to 

decide whether and 
what type of analysis  

would be done on 
remains.
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Discovery of Cultural and Heritage Resources

On Site Lead
Licensing and 

Environmental 
Assessment

Manitoba Historic 
Resources Branch (HRB)

Archaeologist

St
ep

 2
St

ep
 3

St
ep

 4
St

ep
 1

St
ep

 5
St

ep
 7

St
ep

 6

STOP 
activities at 

location

Contact
Licensing and 

Environmental 
Assessment

Contact archaeologist 
and communities/
organizations with 

protocols

Contact HRB

Talk to archaeologist and 
immediately email them 

photos of find

Establish buffer around 
find  (minimum 35 m 
radius from centre of 

discovery)

Talk to On Site Lead, 
review photos and 

determine significance of  
find

Obtain Heritage Permit 
from HRB

Direct cautious 
exploratory 

investigation to 
determine if other 

artifacts in area

If discovery includes 
sacred or ceremonial 
objects, Community 

Representative(s) may 
arrange and facilitate 
appropriate ceremony
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Discovery of Heritage Resources

On Site Lead
Licensing and 

Environmental 
Assessment

Manitoba Historic 
Resources Branch (HRB)

Archaeologist

St
ep

 1
2

St
ep

 7
St

ep
 8

St
ep

 9
St

ep
 1

0
St

ep
 1

1

Undertake: extended surface 
reconnaissance;
- shovel tests at regular 
intervals perpendicular and 
parallel to artifact deposit;
- controlled collection of data 
about artifacts, including 
mapping using global 
positioning system or chain 
and compass; and 
- test excavations, if necessary

Locate and document 
the finds with GPS, 

record relevant data 

Locate and document finds 
with GPS, record relevant 

data 

Collect and place artifacts in 
protective container include 

date, project, contents, 
coordinates and other 

information, including site 
classification

Evaluate heritage resource 
site and findings presented 

by  archaeologist to 
determine if further 
mitigative action is 
necessary before 

construction in site vicinity 
may continue

If MH cannot avoid site based 
on  progress of construction, 

direct site’s removal by 
standard and most appropriate 

excavation methods. 

No construction activities 
will take place at  site until 
HRB is satisfied that  site 
removal is complete and 

meets provincial standards

Construction activities in 
vicinity of site that will not 
impact  artifacts or related 
archeological activities may 

proceed

Submit copies of technical 
data and reports to HRB and 

MH
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