
Public Open House 
St. Vital Transmission Complex

Welcome
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Purpose of the Open House

•	 Provide information about the proposed St. Vital Transmission Complex 
and environmental assessment process.

•	 Introduce the Project to the public.

•	 Gain feedback on alternative routes.

•	 Identify interests, opportunities and constraints.

•	 Gather information that will feed into the environmental assessment.
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Project Overview

The Project includes the construction of two 230-kilovolt (kV) 
transmission lines, both originating at the St. Vital Station located  
in southeastern Winnipeg.

•	 One line will run south to Letellier Station.

	 -		 Required to accommodate growth

•	 One line will run to La Verendrye Station.

	 -		 Required to improve reliability and performance
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Southern Loop 

New line between 	
the St. Vital and 	
LaVerendrye stations 	
will be located 	
on an existing 	
right-of-way.

St Vital_storyboards_Rd 1_output.indd   4 13-08-16   9:09 AM



Engagement Process

Round 1 - August

•	 Introduce the Project.
•	 Present Alternative Routes.
•	 Answer questions.
•	 Identify and document concerns.
•	 Use input to guide Preferred Route 	
selection process.

Round 2 - October

•	 Present findings of Round 1.
• 	Present the Preferred Route.
• 	Answer questions.
• 	Identify and document outstanding concerns.
• 	Provide opportunity to discuss potential 	
effects and possible mitigation measures 	
to minimize effects.

Input was also 
gained through:

•	 Initial stakeholder meetings or discussions. 
•	 Key person interviews (KPI). 
•	 Workshops. 
•	 Comments received by telephone, 	

email and on the Project website.
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Environmental assessment generally consists of:

•	 Characterization of the environment.
•	 Identification of potential effects on people 	
and the environment.

•	 Determination of methods to avoid or reduce	
potential adverse effects while enhancing	
beneficial effects.

Environmental Assessment Process

Unnamed wetland located near Tourond.

Pasture located southeast of Rosa.
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The Environmental Assessment will include 
characterization of the following in the study area:

•	 physical environment, e.g. climate, soils, surficial 	
geology, hydrogeology.

•	 aquatic environment, e.g. surface hydrology, water 
quality, fish and fish habitat.

•	 terrestrial environment, e.g. vegetation, wildlife 	
and habitat.

•	 socio-economic environment, e.g. land use, 
infrastructure, agriculture and landowners, economy, 
heritage resources, general concerns/issues with 	
the Project.

Environmental Assessment – Study 
Area Characterization

Entry sign to Crow Wing Trail near Senkiw.

Pasture located  
northeast of  
Roseau River.
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The environmental assessment will determine valued 
environmental components (VECs).

•	 VEC definition: any part of the environment that is considered 
important by the proponent, public, scientists and government 
involved in the assessment process. Importance may be 
determined on the basis of societal or cultural values, 
scientific interest or concern.

•	 VECs are selected by

-	 Utilizing experience from other, similar projects.
-	 Getting input from specialists in the various disciplines.
-	 Collecting input from interested stakeholders 	
and the public.

Environmental Assessment – VECs

Cairn, near Senkiw.
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Environmental Assessment – VECs

VECs currently being considered for the  
St. Vital Transmission Complex include:

•	 wildlife habitat.
•	 native prairie.
•	 employment and 	
business opportunities.

•	 property and residential 	
development.

•	 Aboriginal lands.
•	 agricultural productivity.

•	 agricultural land uses.
•	 communication 	
and transportation.

•	 human health.
•	 public safety.
•	 aesthetics.

Unnamed creek crossing east  
of Greenridge.
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Environmental Assessment - 
Examination of Effects

To assess the potential environmental effects of the project,  
the following will be undertaken:

•	 identification and assessment of potential environmental effects of the 
project on VECs.

•	 identification of mitigation measures for environmental effects on VECs.

•	 identification of methodology for determining significance of 
environmental effects on VECs.

•	 identification of measurable parameters to quantify and evaluate the 
significance of environmental effects on VECs.

•	 an assessment of cumulative effects on identified VECs.
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Manitoba Hydro is piloting a new process  
to develop alternative routes for the  
St. Vital to Letellier transmission line. 

EPRI-GTC methodology* includes:
•	 Earlier stakeholder input into the route 
selection process to help guide alternative 
route selection.

•	 Consideration of engineering, natural 	
and built environments.

* Electrical Power Research Institute

Route Selection Process
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Route Selection Process
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Route Selection Process

•	 Stakeholder feedback and 
contribution was incorporated 	
into the routing methodology.

•	 Stakeholders developed features 	
and suitability values for routing 	
based on engineering, natural 	
and built perspectives.

•	 This input was used to 	
determine corridors where 
alternative routes could 	
be drawn.

•	 Some stakeholders that participated in this process included:

	 -	 Manitoba Trappers 	
		 Association.

	 -	 Manitoba Infrastructure 	
		 and Transportation.

	 -	 Manitoba Aerial Applicators.

	 -	 Ducks Unlimited Canada. 

	 -	 Keystone Agricultural 	
		 Producers.

	 -	 Conservation Districts.

	 -	 parks and natural areas.

	 -	 Manitoba Trails 	
		 Association.

	 -	 Bird Atlas.

	 -	 Nature Conservancy.
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Stakeholder Siting Workshop Results

Southern Manitoba  
Alternative Corridor Siting Model
Last Revised May 31, 2013
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Alternative Corridors
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	September	 •	 Preferred Route identified and site specific field work to continue.

	 October	 •	 Round 2 Public Open House Events

	November	 •	Ongoing design and environmental assessment

	December	 •	 Anticipated Submission of Environmental Assessment to Manitoba 	
	 	 	 Conservation and Water Stewardship and posting on public registry.

	Mid-2016	 •	 Anticipated in-service date for St. Vital to Letellier Transmission 	
	 	 	 Project. Anticipated project completion is 2017.

Timelines and Next Steps
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Manitoba Hydro 
Vision and Mission Statements

Vision
To be the best utility in North America with respect 
to safety, rates, reliability, customer satisfaction and 
environmental leadership; and to always be considerate 	
of the needs of customers, employees and stakeholders.

Mission
To provide for the continuance of a supply of energy 
to meet the needs of the province and to promote 
economy and efficiency in the development, generation, 
transmission, distribution, supply and end-use of energy.
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The Project team 
wants to hear from you

•	 Manitoba Hydro representatives are available to answer questions.

•	 Please take a moment to complete a comment sheet so the 	
study team can document your concerns.

•	 Display boards and the comment form are also available at 	
www. hydro.mb.ca/stvital.
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Public Open House 
St. Vital Transmission Complex

Thank you for attending 
and providing your feedback.
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